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Geography – 9-mark questions and 
effective use of flashcards.
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9 Mark questions



Be Kind

• The best way to revise is through retrieval practice –this helps move the information in to your 
long term memory.

• You are practicing finding the information again in your long term memory in order to answer the 
questions. Essentially this is the same thing you would be doing in a test or exam.

• Flash cards are a good way of practicing retrieval.
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How to use flashcards effectively:

1. Get someone to test you using your flash cards – they 
should ask the question making sure you can’t see the 
answer. 

2. You can also test yourself by looking at one side and 
answering before turning it over. Say the answer out loud 
before looking at the answer – If you don’t you will likely 
end up saying “Oh yeh, I knew that” which will trick your brain 
in to thinking you’ve learnt it when you haven’t. This is 
called the illusion of knowing

3. Study your flash cards in both directions – this will help 
build strong links between the information in your brain. If you 
don’t there is a chance you will only learn the answer in one 
direction.

4. Don’t treat flashcards as a silver bullet – They will help learn 
specific information but you need other recall tasks to 
prepare for more complicated tasks.
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Memory hacks to make learning stick: 

The Waterfall method: work smarter, not harder
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