
Year 11 GCSE Information Evening – Thursday 24th September



Be Kind

The single most important year of their lives so far! The best 
prepared group of students – we will help, push and guide them all 
the way. We hope this plan will help you as parents to support them 
too.

Y11 day
Y11 examinations
Y11 standards
Y11 rewards
Y11 support

Your child’s journey through Y11.



Be Proud

The Day…

Mentor time
Monday – assembly
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday - mentor intervention sessions.
Friday – GCSE Mindset
2 hours a week

Lessons
5 lessons a day to teach the curriculum well to a high standard.
Lesson structure continued from Y10.
Aim is to cover all content by Easter = exam preparation time.
25 hours 50 minutes a week

Support Sessions
2.50pm – 3.50pm for additional support / work. 
Organised by subjects. 
5 hours a week



Be Proud

After school support…



Be Supportive

Assessment

Monday 19 October – Friday 6 Nov (weeks 8 & 9): Practice Exams

Monday 16 November – (week 11): Assessment Review Point 1

Monday 11 January – Tuesday 12 January (week 16): English Practice Exams

Monday 8 February – Friday 26 February (weeks 21 & 22): Practice Exams

Monday 8 March (week 24): Assessment Review Point 2

Tuesday 4 May (week 30): External exam window

100 school days



Be Supportive

Other key dates…

Thursday 5 November (week 9): Post 16 Open Evening

Thursday 3 December (week 13): Parents’ Evening

Friday 29 January (week 19): Post 16 application deadline

Thursday 25 March (week 26): GCSE Evening



Be Proud

Standards…

ATTENDANCE

LESSONS

HOME LEARNING / REVISION / INDEPENDENT STUDY



Be Proud

The Prom

The expectation is that students achieve a 
minimum of 95% attendance

Attendance…



Be Determined

Every lesson expectations: Effort

(4) Exceptional effort
(3) Excellent effort
(2) Expected effort
(1) Effort Requires improvement

The last 3 years…
Students with three or more 1s = average GCSE grade 3
Students with grades 3 and 4 = average GCSE grade 6



Be Determined

Subject specific tasks.

Mixture of new learning, retrieval of prior knowledge and exam skills.

Set through Teams. 

Subject specific guides. 

Independent study

No excuses. 

Expectation: Home Learning



Be Determined

Expectation: Home Learning

The last 3 years…

More than 20 HL lines= Average grade 2.8

More than 10 HL lines = Average grade 3.1

No HL lines = Average grade 6.1



Be Determined

On a regular basis we will meet as a year group and celebrate students’ efforts.

Assessment Review Point Effort rewards 

At the end of each half term there will be a prize draw. Entry will be based on effort / 
attendance to after school support sessions etc.

Prizes will include:
• free prom tickets
• nail voucher and / barber shop voucher 
• £50 towards cost of hire or purchase of prom wear
• Leavers’ items

After every stage (period of intense work – e.g. practice exams) we will also have an 
afternoon reward event for the whole year group.

Rewards
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What are they studying ?

Sectors No. %

A Levels 153 47

Animal Care / Land Based Studies 27 8

Art, Design & Creative Media 13 4

Business / Financial 6 2

Construction 22 7

Education & Childcare 8 2.4

Engineering 13 4

Hair & Beauty 5 1.5

Health & Social / Science 17 5

Hospitality & Catering 1 0.30

I don't know / Unknown 0 0

ICT / Computing 5 1.5

Performing Arts / Music 15 5

Public Services / Armed Forces 14 4

Sport & Leisure 22 7

Travel & Tourism 2 0.6



Be Determined

Level……
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Teaching and learning
Personalised feedback and RAG rating
Subject specific resources
Core mentor time support
GCSE Mindset - linked to revision skills, motivation, confidence and well-being.
Period 6 support
Home learning support
 
Mentor support
Head of Year / Assistant Head of Year
Careers support

Support: School



Be Determined

Careers Fair
Interviews with employers & SLT 
Individual Careers Guidance Meetings
Workshop sessions on skills for the workforce (External Agencies) 
Apprenticeship Workshop
Assemblies given by local colleges and apprenticeship providers
Writing a personal statement/CV

Support: Careers



Be Determined

Support: Parents



Be Determined

Support: Parents
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GCSE Ready? Here are some key findings.

58% of you do not have breakfast before you come to school

Does this affect brain function during period 1?

Are there any implications for 9am GCSE exams 
in the summer?



Be Determined

GCSE Ready? Here are some key findings.

93 % of you do NOT turn your phone off when revising.

The "Brain Drain" Effect: A landmark study from
the University of Chicago found that the mere 
physical presence of a smartphone—
even if it is face down, on silent, or turned off—
reduces a person's working memory capacity.



Be Determined

GCSE Ready? Here are some key findings.

93 % of you do NOT turn your phone off when revising.

40% Loss in Productivity: Research by the 
American Psychological Association (APA) shows 
that shifting attention between tasks (like moving 
from a GCSE history date to a Snapchat alert) 
causes a 40% drop in productivity.

What do you need to do?
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Be Determined

GCSE Ready? Here are some key findings.

41% of you say you do NOT get enough 
sleep.

Do you need to make any changes to 
your evening routines?



Be Determined

GCSE Ready? Here are some key findings.

48% of you say you do NOT know how to 
revise effectively.



Be Determined

GCSE Ready? Here are some key findings.

Our key techniques that we have covered 
are:

Flashcards
Mindmaps
Self-quizzing
Brain dumps
The Freyer Model



Be Determined

GCSE Ready? Here are some key findings.

But these mean nothing unless you apply 
your knowledge by attempting past 
papers, using mark schemes and seeking 
feedback



Be Determined

GCSE Ready? Here are some key findings.

You do not win the Tour de France by 
training only in the gym.



Be Determined

The most important role you will play is that of the person who will support your child through the 
exams and be proud of them whatever happens.
• Creating a suitable environment for revision, dedicated, distraction free times.
• From the Sidelines guidance, podcasts and videos.
• Parent support booklet.
• Communication and attendance. 

Support: Parents
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• Study space  
• Why you need silence to study
• Mobile phone distractions
• Rest and sleep
• Equipment ready
• The pomodoro technique
• Retrieval practice and memory

Support: Parents
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Support

Mr Green (Assistant Principal – GCSE Strategy)

Mr Teasdale (Assistant Principal – KS4 and Pupil Premium)

Mr Dowle (Head of Year)

Mr Sharman (Assistant Head of Year)

Mrs Dobson (SENCO)

Mrs Gott (Assistant SENCO – KS4)

Mrs Thornhill (Attendance and Family Support)

Mis Moorhouse (Examinations)



Year 11 GCSE Information Evening – ENGLISH



Be Supportive

English

GCSE English Language 
GCSE English Literature 2 separate qualifications



Be Supportive

Content covered in Year 10

Language Literature
• Language Paper 1 – reading skills
• Language Paper 1 – writing skills
• Language Paper 2 – writing skills
• Spoken Language endorsement

• An Inspector Calls
• Frankenstein
• Power & Conflict poetry



Be Supportive

Y11 plan

Term Content
Half term 1 (Sept to Oct)

• Language Paper 2 – reading & writing 
skills

• An Inspector Calls revision
• Frankenstein revision

Half term 2 (Nov to Dec) • Macbeth
• Unseen poetry

Half term 3 (Jan to Feb)
• Essay practice
• Past paper questionsHalf term 4 (Feb to May)



Be Kind

Practice Exams

Week 8/9 
(OCT)

Week 17 
(JAN)

Week 21/22 
(FEB)

Language:
Paper 2

Language:
 Paper 1

Language:
 Paper 2

Literature: 
An Inspector Calls

Frankenstein

Literature Paper 2: 
An Inspector Calls

Power & Conflict Poetry
Unseen Poetry

Literature Paper 1:
Macbeth 

Frankenstein



Be Kind

Dates for final GCSE exams

Language Literature

Language Paper 1:

Monday 24th May (am)

Literature Paper 1:

Wednesday 12th May (am)

Language Paper 2:

Tuesday 8th June (am)

Literature Paper 2: 

Wednesday 19th May (am)
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Home Learning

Set every Tuesday – due in the following 
Monday.

Tasks that will support learning: essay 
practice, quotation analysis, past paper 

questions.

 



Be Determined

Subject Support

English Revision
Mondays (in English department)

3-3.45pm

Delivered by English staff



Aim High

Expectations of students

• Engage fully in all lessons. The efforts that 
students put in now will impact the final result.

• Complete revision outside of the classroom. 
Hand in extra work to English teachers for 
feedback.

• Ask for support with any areas that are unclear.



Aim High

Ways to help students revise

Dedicated English Teams channel:
• support videos
• annotated copies of texts
• past paper questions
• copies of home learning tasks

 



Year 11 GCSE Information Evening – MATHEMATICS



Be Kind

Common phrases overheard at Y11 Parents’ Evening
"I was never any good at maths myself.“

"Maths has changed since I was at school."

"I can do the maths, but I can't explain it.“

"They only seem to revise the night before an exam."

“They say they’ve already done their homework when I ask."

"I don't want to teach them the wrong method."



Be Supportive

Lessons:
o Do Now Retrieval 

(4 - 8 topics each lesson, 4 times per week)

o Booklet Curriculum
(Foundation – 7 Booklets, Higher – 9 Booklets)

o All lessons delivered on OneNote



Be Supportive

Lessons (Do Nows):



Be Supportive

Lessons (Booklets):



Be Supportive

Lessons (OneNote):



Aim High

Home Learning:
o Set weekly, every Thursday

o Paper based

o 30 – 40 marks of past paper questions 

o Final answers given

o Support offered (Tues & Weds 2:50 – 3:50pm)



Aim High

Home Learning:



Be Determined

Home Learning Quiz:
o New to 26/27

o Focus on method/process rather than final answer

o Opportunity for weekly testing

o Way of checking engagement



Be Determined

Home Learning Quiz:



Be Proud

Sparx:
o Students still have access

o Codes given for each topic within booklets

o Encouraged to use independent learning for revision

o QLA’s will be given to students after each practice exam 
signposting areas for improvement



Be Kind

Question Level Analysis (QLA):
o Students will be given an individual QLA after each 

practice exam.

o QLA is RAG rated by student

o Sparx clip numbers given for each question

o Students encouraged to focus on Red/Amber topics



Be Kind

Question Level Analysis (QLA):



Be Supportive

Y11 Enrichment:
o Past paper club open to all Y11

o Students given half past paper

o Past paper has QR, directs to worked solutions

o More topic focussed revision in run up to practice and real 
exams



Be Supportive

Y11 Enrichment:



Aim High

Securing the Grade;
o Given after the October practice exams

o Booklet will be based off practice exam grade

o Suggested schedule given to support completion



Aim High

Securing the Grade;
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Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
Tuesday 20th October AM Friday 23rd October AM Tuesday 3rd November AM

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
Friday 14th May AM Thursday 27th May AM Monday 14th June AM

Key Dates:
Practice Exam 1;

Real Exams;



Be Proud

Key Takeaways:
o Regular retrieval is the best form of revision 

o Weekly paper-based home learning using PPQs

o Follow-up home learning quiz (regular low-stakes testing)

o Support available every Wednesday (14:50 – 15:50)

o Securing the grade booklet between October & February exams

o OneNote used for all resources, students can easily access 
anything over the year



Year 11 GCSE Information Evening – SCIENCE



Aim High

Trilogy (Combined Science)

• 2 x GCSEs
• 6 x exams (1h15min)
• Combined scores from all 6 

exams to award an overall grade
• 10 lessons per fortnight
• Biology, Chemistry & Physics 

rotations (roughly 25 lessons 
each)

Separate Science

• 3 x GCSEs 
• 6 x exams (1h45min) 
• 2 exams per subject combined to 

award subject grade
• 15 lessons per fortnight
• 5 lessons of Biology, 5x Chemistry & 

5x Physics over the two week 
timetable.

• Learning split into 25 lesson blocks



Be Determined

Trilogy combined 
science

17-point grading 
scale

9-9
9-8
8-8
8-7
7-7
7-6
6-6
6-5
5-5
5-4
4-4
4-3
3-3
3-2
2-2
2-1
1-1

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Separate 
Science grading 

scale
(3 separate 

grades awarded)



Be Kind

Students will have 3 paper 1 exams in the upcoming science practice exam series:
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Physics

Trilogy combined science papers are 1 hour 15 minutes (70 marks)
Separate science papers are 1 hour 45 minutes (100 marks)

Course content for paper 1 is outlined on the science Y11 practice exams site.

Science Practice Exams

https://penistonegrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Science/SitePages/Y10%20Exams%20Site.aspx?d=w3e55100ff0cf4a65b0aad340397d0681&csf=1&web=1&e=jllBac


Be Supportive

Science exam support
1. Science department site has lots of support to help students prepare for the science 

exams.
2. Dedicated Y11 practice exams site with:

1. details about the exams students will sit
2. links to revision materials
3. practice questions
4. whole past papers
5. important details on what and how to revise

3. Sparx science Students have access to Sparx science and topic codes to help them 
focus their revision. Sparx science info for parents

4. Exams analysis question analysis from practice exams with detailed feedback on 
areas that students need to improve – Sparx codes

5. After school revision sessions with revision notes and past paper questions 
provided these are led by subject specialist – Tuesday

https://penistonegrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Science/SitePages/GCSE-Science-Menu.aspx?d=wecf8b71892a84456a0780156f8fbfbcc&csf=1&web=1&e=H8XLl1
https://penistonegrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Science/SitePages/GCSE-Science-Menu.aspx?d=wecf8b71892a84456a0780156f8fbfbcc&csf=1&web=1&e=H8XLl1
https://penistonegrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Science/SitePages/Y10%20Exams%20Site.aspx?d=w3e55100ff0cf4a65b0aad340397d0681&csf=1&web=1&e=thDcHv
https://penistonegrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Science/SitePages/Y10%20Exams%20Site.aspx?d=w3e55100ff0cf4a65b0aad340397d0681&csf=1&web=1&e=thDcHv
https://auth.sparx-learning.com/oauth2/auth?client_id=sparx-learning&hd=96b84ca0-a37e-47cf-9805-58d874b60ef5&p=3&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.sparx-learning.com%2Foauth2%2Fcallback%2Fsparx&response_type=code&scope=openid+profile+email&state=JrB4DH9_Vw3Ng20yqUB6CFCZ0lqA54SbTm6UvVCwSZGPko1zkZkzC8cUuNFdDAx6a3FI4Gj1GQjQD21JcDvBfe1wdjAd5Lp6KHkNBGTPHVnidBKaRzRi1EfyNRH_SBbpbPKpdU06COWqHxmiwxHFAhLslKwfzLac82UUj0kKMZ9En7X0SyDzLxWOzFc95IUSsasZ6ZzSbIEY3RCk4Eh5-DJcqEMauvRL6ohBHkN0KhyIFVOWh22aZtmz003Unn5aZNSHL3bFGy-vF6TKVA%3D%3D&ts=1790234248
https://auth.sparx-learning.com/oauth2/auth?client_id=sparx-learning&hd=96b84ca0-a37e-47cf-9805-58d874b60ef5&p=3&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.sparx-learning.com%2Foauth2%2Fcallback%2Fsparx&response_type=code&scope=openid+profile+email&state=JrB4DH9_Vw3Ng20yqUB6CFCZ0lqA54SbTm6UvVCwSZGPko1zkZkzC8cUuNFdDAx6a3FI4Gj1GQjQD21JcDvBfe1wdjAd5Lp6KHkNBGTPHVnidBKaRzRi1EfyNRH_SBbpbPKpdU06COWqHxmiwxHFAhLslKwfzLac82UUj0kKMZ9En7X0SyDzLxWOzFc95IUSsasZ6ZzSbIEY3RCk4Eh5-DJcqEMauvRL6ohBHkN0KhyIFVOWh22aZtmz003Unn5aZNSHL3bFGy-vF6TKVA%3D%3D&ts=1790234248
https://sparxscience.com/parents/
https://penistonegrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Science/SitePages/GCSE-QLA.aspx?d=w7104ee842f52454b950c2934c745f7bd&csf=1&web=1&e=Xz97jf
https://penistonegrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Science/SitePages/GCSE-QLA.aspx?d=w7104ee842f52454b950c2934c745f7bd&csf=1&web=1&e=Xz97jf


Be Supportive

Learner pathways



Be Proud

https://penistonegrammarschool.sharepoint.com/sites/Science/SitePages/GCSE-Science-Menu.aspx


Aim High

Revision guides



Aim High

Key exam dates
Practice exams – Science paper 1

Summer exams

Combined science Exam date

Biology Monday 2nd November

Chemistry Friday 23rd October

Physics Wednesday 21st October

Separate science Exam date

Biology Wednesday 21st October

Chemistry Monday 2nd November

Physics Friday 23rd October

Combined 
science

Paper 1 Paper 2

Biology 11th May 2027 10th June 2027

Chemistry 17th May 2027 15th June 2027

Physics 25th May 2027 18th June 2027

Separate 
science

Paper 1 Paper 2

Biology 11th May 2027 10th June 2027

Chemistry 17th May 2027 15th June 2027

Physics 25th May 2027 18th June 2027



Be Determined

Work in school: 8.20am – 3.50pm day / after school sessions

Work away from school: home learning / Revision – organisation, preparation and 
techniques

Parental newsletter

Examinations – guidelines and timings

Resources

Support – striking a balance: academic and well-being

Key Messages…
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