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Dear Parents/Carers of [StudentFullName]
As [StudentForename]’s Geography teacher, I am writing to update you on their preparation for the upcoming GCSE Geography mock exam, which will take place on Thursday 18th June. Over the course of their studies, I will continue to contact you with key information and updates where appropriate to support [StudentForename]’s progress.
Over recent months, we have been focusing on revision strategies and revisiting key content. Generally, I have been pleased to see many students engaging well, and this mock provides an important opportunity for them to practise their exam skills and build confidence ahead of Year 11.
For this exam, students have three full topics to revise, supported by the materials we have been using in class. These include:
· The Living World – x1 orange booklet
· The Changing Economic World – x3 purple booklets
· The Challenge of Natural Hazards – x2 green booklets
In addition to this, students also have their individual topic flashcards and a set of case study flashcards, which we have been using regularly in lessons. There is also a bank of revision resources available on their Geography Teams page – including digital copies of their flashcards and topic booklets. It would be beneficial if you could encourage your child to keep these materials organised and revisit them regularly at home.
The exam will last 1 hour 30 minutes and is worth 90 marks, including a range of shorter and longer questions. We have been practising how to approach these, particularly the extended 6- and 9-mark questions, to help students structure their responses clearly and confidently.
When revising, I have been encouraging students to focus on active revision techniques, such as:
· Testing themselves using flashcards
· Creating mind maps for each topic
· Recreating these from memory to check understanding
· Practising exam-style questions
These approaches are far more effective than simply reading notes and will help strengthen both recall and exam confidence.
A good starting point is to revise one topic at a time in short, focused sessions, rather than trying to cover everything at once. Even 20–30 minutes of structured revision can make a real difference.
Thank you very much for your continued support — it genuinely has a positive impact on students’ progress. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me through enquiries@penistone-gs.uk.
Kind regards,

Miss Scott
Geography Teacher
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