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Achieving Excellence through a Values Driven Education


Ref:	MSM/CWA
Date:	12 May 2026

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Following our most recent literacy screening, alongside classroom information, we believe your child would benefit from a short period of additional support to further strengthen their reading skills.
Our assessments indicate that your child would benefit from targeted work on their vocabulary, spelling and decoding skills. For this reason, we would like to enrol them on the Lexonik Advance Programme here at Penistone Grammar School. Many students take part in this support each year, and it is designed to build confidence, close small gaps, and ensure they can fully access the wider curriculum.
Lexonik Advance is specifically designed to accelerate progress in reading, spelling and vocabulary. Research conducted by this programme shows that students can make gains of up to 27 months in their reading age after just six weekly sessions, each lasting one hour. Lexonik Advance has been independently evaluated by Northumbria University and The National Literacy Trust, whose research demonstrates that students participating in the programme achieve immediate, significant, and long-lasting improvements.
To complete the intervention, your child will be withdrawn from one timetabled lesson per week. Sessions will be delivered by a qualified member of staff and will take place in a small group of no more than four students, within a calm and supportive environment. The programme will commence week beginning Monday 8th June after we return from the May half-term. Your child will stay on Lexonik for 6 weeks until finishing the programme. At this point they will return to their normal timetable. 
In the forthcoming days, your child will be notified of this change to their timetable by the teacher delivering the intervention.
Please also note that some students may also take part in more than one form of literacy support during the year. Each intervention targets a different aspect of reading or writing, and they are often used together to give students a well-rounded boost. Being placed on more than one programme does not indicate a serious concern; it simply means we want to give your child the best possible support in the areas most likely to help them thrive across the curriculum.
Thank you for your support with this. If you have any questions about the programme or your child’s involvement, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Your support with this is much appreciated.

Kind regards,
Ms Maddie Smith
Lead of Literacy
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