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Dear Parent/Carer of STUDENTFULLNAME 

STUDENTNAME has been selected for an exciting opportunity called The Brilliant Club. The Brilliant Club is a Scholars 

Programme which gives students the opportunity to work with a PhD researcher from a local university. It helps students 

develop the skills, knowledge and confidence to thrive at every stage of their education and ultimately see that university can be 

a place for them. 

Students take part in an inspiring university-style course, taught by a world-class PhD researcher through a series of seven 

tutorials, culminating in a challenging final assignment and a full-day university visit with a graduation.  

During last academic year we had great success with the programme with 28 students graduating at the University of 

Manchester, with a significant number of students receiving a 2:1 in their assignment. We are extremely proud that a number of 

our students received a 1st class grade for their assignment, with one being published in the Scholars magazine.  

The programme will start Early 2026 and last for 7 weeks. We will create a Teams Channel to support with communication 

during this opportunity. 

How the programme works: 

• The placement lasts one term culminating in a full-day university visit with a graduation 

• A series of 1-hour weekly tutorials taking place during the school day. This will not impact on core subjects. 

• 14 hand-picked students from Years 9 

• Tutors from STEM, arts and humanities and social science research backgrounds. 

• Fully funded by school 

The impact: 

• Students who complete the Scholars Programme are more likely to achieve a 9-5 in Maths and English at GCSE than 

students with the same starting point. 

• Students who complete the Scholars Programme are statistically significantly more likely to apply to a competitive 

university than students with similar backgrounds. 

Please complete the form here, identifying your interest for the programme by Friday 28th November 2025. 

Want to find out more information, click here. 

 

Many Thanks 
Graham Teasdale 
 
Assistant Principal 
Student Progress KS3 & Strategic Leadership of Pupil Premium 

http://www.penistonegrammarschool.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=J87rSX6hkE-ARGYMBpaKm6WnRPk2nPdGlVlGoxAMn3xURjA2SkdZMkY1SFcwOUxSWlVUNVlMVzAzSy4u
https://thebrilliantclub.org/the-scholars-programme/for-schools/the-programme/key-stage-3-4/
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The Brilliant Club’s Scholars Programme gives students from non-selective state schools and FE colleges
across the UK the opportunity to work with a PhD researcher. It helps students develop the skills,
knowledge and confidence to thrive at every stage of their education and ultimately see that
university can be a place for them. 

Students from KS2-5 take part in an inspiring university-style course, taught by a world-class PhD
researcher through a series of seven tutorials, culminating in a challenging final assignment and full-
day university visit.

Terms, pupil eligibility and school contribution

Programme overview

Our Impact 

14 students per
placement,

working in groups
of 7 with their PhD

tutor. 

A series of 1 hour
weekly tutorials

taking place
during the school

day.

Tutors from STEM,
arts and

humanities and
social sciences

research
backgrounds.

Placements last
one full term,

culminating in a
full-day university

visit.

*term dates and sign-up deadlines vary each year. 

Data from the Higher Education Access Tracker (HEAT) has shown that students who did The Scholars
Programme in Year 8, 9 or 10 were more likely to achieve a 9-5 in maths and English at GCSE than
students who scored similarly at Key Stage 2 within their schools. 

Evaluations from UCAS also show that Year 12 students who complete The Scholars Programme are
statistically significantly more likely to apply to a competitive university than students from similar
backgrounds; as a result they also progress to a competitive university at a higher rate. 

Interested in exploring The Scholars
Programme for your school?

Get in touch at
tspschools@thebrilliantclub.org 

and one of our team will be in touch.

Further details on both sets of data can be found here.

https://thebrilliantclub.org/the-scholars-programme/for-schools/the-programme/
https://thebrilliantclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/UCAS-2023-24.pdf
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