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Key Words Definition

Composition Composition is the way in which objects are put together or 
arranged. For example, you might paint a picture of a basket of 
apples and position the basket slightly off-centre on the canvas. 
That is a compositional choice. Perhaps you are painting a still life of 
objects on a table. The way you choose to arrange those objects in 
your final piece is the composition.

Layout Layout refers to the arrangement of elements on a page - the 
specific position of the different elements. Good layout enhances 
the look of the particular object and the objects as a whole piece of 
design in order to create a strong composition.

Proportion Proportion refers to the relationships between height, width and 
depth. How proportion is used will affect how realistic or stylised 
something seems. Proportion is how the sizes of different parts of a 
piece of Art or Design relate to each other.

Line A line is an identifiable path created by a point moving in space. It 
is one-dimensional and can vary in width, direction and length. Line 
defines the edges of a form, these lines can be horizontal, vertical, 
diagonal, straight or curved thick or thin.

Tone Tone refers to the lightness or darkness of the colours used. Artists 
use light and dark colours to create a mood or emotion. Tone 
can also be used to make something look three-dimensional, for 
example, on the face, darker tones around the chin, nose and eyes; 
lighter tones on forehead, nose and cheeks will help create depth.

Shading Shading refers to the lines and marks used in drawings and 
paintings to show the different degrees of light and dark. By 
pressing on harder or lighter it is possible to create a range of tones.

Cross-Hatching Cross-Hatching is a method of line drawing that shows light and 
shadows by drawing two or more sets of lines that cross one 
another.

Shape Shape is a outline of an object created through lines, texture and 
colour. Shapes can play an important role in art. They help to create 
complex drawings and paintings, affect composition, and contribute 
to the balance within a work. Shape is a two-dimensional area.

Examples

Composition Layout

Proportion Line

Tone Shading

Cross-Hatching Shape
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To make the most of your essential knowledge book, you must:

What is an Essential Knowledge Book?

An effective learning tool to help you retain, revise and retrieve the 
essential knowledge of a topic within your subjects. The Essential 
Knowledge Sheet for each topic is usually no more than two sides of 
information that includes core facts, concepts, diagrams, vocabulary 
and quotations that you need to know and understand to master a 
topic.

Why Essential Knowledge Sheets?

They provide you, your teachers and parents/carers with an overview 
of a topic by having the core knowledge, diagrams, explanations and 
key terms in one place. They allow you to routinely refer to and ‘check 
off’ what you know and understand as you are taught a topic.

Research evidence shows that the regular retrieval of knowledge 
helps us to know more, remember more and do more. This then allows 
you to store knowledge in, and recall it from your long-term memory, 
freeing up space in your working memory to take in new knowledge 
and information. The better you know the essential knowledge of a 
subject, the better you will be able apply to it to problems, questions, 
assessments, home learning, and further increase your independence 
within lessons and at home.

How to use your Essential Knowledge Sheets

The most powerful use of an Essential Knowledge Sheet is as a self-
quizzing tool. For example:1. Bring it to school every day and have it available on your desk in 

every lesson.

2. Keep all your essential knowledge sheet books as they provide 
you with the essential knowledge for each topic and subject you 
learn.

3. Take pride in your book, keeping it in excellent condition.

4. Write your name on the front of the book.

5. Be aware that if you lose or damage your book it is your 
responsibility to replace it at a cost of £4.

1. READ → COVER → WRITE → CHECK → QUIZ                                      
Read a chunk of information from your essential knowledge sheet 
(more than once is most effective), Cover it up, Write what you 
remember, Check to see if you have remembered the information 
correctly. If you haven’t remembered it all correctly then re-do the 
process. When you are confident in your retention of the knowledge, 
quiz yourself (or ask a friend or family member) to see if you can 
apply the knowledge learned to questions, problems and practice 
tasks.

2. Mind Maps                                                                                               
Mind mapping is a diagram to visually represent information. It is 
a graphic technique you can use to translate what you know of a 
topic/concept into a visual picture. Use knowledge learned from your 
Essential Knowledge Sheet to create mind maps. Make sure to use 
colours and images and keep writing to a minimum. This technique 
embeds essential knowledge into your long-term memory.

3. Flash Cards      
Use your Essential Knowledge Sheets to create flash cards. Write the 
question/key term on one side and the answer/definition on the other. 
Most importantly you need to quiz yourself on each question/key 
term until you can remember them all correctly.

4. Revision Clock                                                                                    
Start by drawing a basic clock face. Break your Essential Knowledge 
Sheet into 12 sub-categories. Make notes from your Essential 
Knowledge Sheet in each section of the revision clock. Your brain will 
retain more information if you include images as well as key words 
and definitions. Read and Revise each section for 5 minutes, turn the 
clock over and then try to write out as much information as you can 
from one of the 12 sections on the revision clock. Repeat the process 
until you are confident in your learning of the essential knowledge on 
the revision clock.
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Foreground Foreground is the area of a picture, scene or design that appears nearest 
to the viewer. The foreground of a composition is the visual plane that 

appears closest to the viewer.

Background Background is the area of a picture, scene or design that appears the 

furthest away from the viewer.The ground or parts, as of a scene, situated 

in the rear (as opposed to foreground).

Colour Theory Colour theory is both the science and art of using colour. The colour 
wheel arranges colours into 3 categories; primary, secondary and 
tertiary. It explains how humans perceive colour; and the visual 
effects of how colours mix, match or contrast with each other.

Primary Colours Primary colours are ‘pure’ colours and cannot be mixed from other 
colours. The primary colours are RED, YELLOW and BLUE. They 
combine to create secondary colours, which in turn combine to 
create tertiary colours. In effect, all colours stem from the three 
primaries.

Secondary Colours Secondary Colours are colours which are made by mixing two 
Primary Colours. A secondary colour is produced by mixing two 
additive primary colors in equal proportions. They are ORANGE, 
PURPLE and GREEN.

Tertiary colours Tertiary Colours are colours which are made by mixing equal 
amounts of a primary colour and a secondary colour together. 
On the colour wheel, they sit between the primary and secondary 
colour they are mixed from.

Hue Hue is the different shades of a colour; also called a spectral 
colour. The hue is the traditional colour name given to a specific 
wavelength of light in the light spectrum. In painting colour theory, 
the term colour encapsulates several factors, including hue, chroma 
and value.

2D 2D stands for two dimensional, meaning an image has height and 
width but not depth. Examples of two dimensional artworks are 
drawings, paintings and photography.

3D 3D stands for three dimensional, meaning an image has not only 
height and width but also depth. Three dimensional artworks 
include sculptures and ceramics.

Examples

Foreground Background

Colour Theory Primary Colours

Secondary Colours Tertiary colours

Hue

3D

2D
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