
QTS skills tests - information for Initial Teacher 
Training applicants

What are the QTS Skills Tests?

To ensure teachers are competent in literacy and numeracy, all teacher training applicants are 
required to pass QTS skills tests in literacy and numeracy before starting a course.

How do I register for the tests?

Before booking a skills test you will need to register online.

When you take the tests you will need to provide proof that you have applied for a teacher 
training course.

What will Sheffield Hallam University expect of me if I apply for a teaching 
programme?

We will let you know what we expect as soon as we receive your application. If you have been 
invited for an interview, we will encourage you to pass the tests before the interview date, and 
will ask you to bring the results with you. If you have not passed the tests by the time of your 
interview, we can only give you a conditional offer. You'll be given a deadline by which the tests 
must be passed so we can confirm your offer. We will send you more information once you are 
invited to an interview.

At what level are the tests set?

The length of the tests and questions are appropriate for key skills level 2/3.

The numeracy and literacy skills tests

• do not replace the GCSE grade C equivalence entry requirement
• are set in the context of the professional role of a teacher
• use real data and information that teachers are likely to encounter
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What is the pass mark for the tests?

The pass mark for each test is 63%.

How can I prepare for the tests?

Book your place on one of our free  where experts will guide you 
through what to expect in The Skills Test with the use of approved practice tests and materials.

Skills Test Support Sessions

You can also visit the  website forDepartment for Education

• online practice tests
• details of test content and format
• a glossary of terms
• a list of recommended books
• Numeracy skills tests
• Literacy skills tests

If I fail a test can I resit it?

Yes. You are allowed to re-sit each test up to two times. If you fail three times, you must wait at 
least two years from the date of your third failed attempt before you can try again. In these 
circumstances, you will have to reapply for a place on the course from scratch.

How much do the tests cost?

The first attempt at each subject is free of charge, but re-sits will cost £19.25.

Further information

If you would like to speak to someone about the skills tests, contact the QTS skills tests 
candidate helpdesk.

The helpdesk is available from Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm

Contact details

Skills tests helpline
0300 303 9613Telephone:

Email: support@sta.learndirect.com

QTS Skills Test Frequently Asked Questions: General
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QTS Skills Test Frequently Asked Questions: Registering, booking and taking the tests

Please note that the requirements for candidates starting courses in the 2012 academic year 
remain unchanged. Candidates will need to pass the skills tests in their final year of study (with 
the current exceptions for those on flexible routes into teaching).

Sheffield Hallam University, City Campus, Howard Street, Sheffield S1 1WB, UK. Phone +44 (0)114 225 5555 | Fax +44 
(0)114 225 4449 

Page 3 of 3QTS skills tests | Sheffield Hallam University

29/09/2016https://www.shu.ac.uk/study-here/find-a-course/teach/why-hallam/qts-skills-tests


